Sarin Fact Sheet

Quick Facts

Agent Type: Chemical nerve agent
Lethality: High

| Transmission: None

Treatment: Antidote, if administered quickly
Status: CDC Nerve Agent

Delivery: Inhalation, ingestion, absorption

Mechanism: Sarin disrupts the ability of
the body to regulate nerve impulses. When
this happens, the glands and muscles of
the body are continually stimulated,
leading to system fatigue. The victim will
lose control over his bodily functions.
Ultimately, the victim will fall into a coma
and suffocate.

Military gear worn to protect against sarin (Source: U.S. Army)
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Production: Sarin is made by mixing

several commercia]]y available Treatment: There are antidotes to sarin,
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Historic Use: Iraq used sarin in the and water.

1980-1988 war with Iran. The

Japanese religious sect, Aum Shinriko,

released sarin in Matsumoto in 1994

and the Tokyo subway in 1995. In May

2004, the presence of sarin was

detected in the debris of a bomb that

exploded in Iraq.

(Sources: CDC, U.S. Army, WHO)



